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4/7  NFHLA External Affairs: Call to Action to Fight VISIT FLORIDA's Dissolution Distributed to: ALL members, hotel and allied

A message from the Florida Association of Convention and Visitors Bureaus (FACVB). This is a VERY serious matter and we URGE you to make calls to the offices of the officials (beginning with those who are in our districts) please state who you are and who you represent.  Please view the talking point section below and request that the Representative to oppose SB 2156 and PCB SCGR 11-03.  Remember: No call is insignificant even if voicemail or speaking to staff! You can also e-mail the legislators via the form on their Web sites, we encourage you to e-mail each of them.  

 

VISIT FLORIDA Reorganization Proposal

The Florida Legislature has proposed dissolving Florida’s tourism promotion agency in favor of a consolidated economic development agency responsible for tourism, economic development and sports marketing.  This will represent a large reversal in the successful public-private partnership currently driven by through a 53 member board of directors, an additional 110 members of industry councils, committees and task forces, as well as over 9,300 statewide tourism businesses. 
 

Under the two legislative proposals (SB 2156 and PCB SCGR 11-03) VISIT FLORIDA, the model for tourism promotion agencies throughout the United States, would be replaced with a board appointed by the Speaker of the House, Senate President and Governor.  Thus, the state’s tourism promotion efforts would be driven by government rather than by the tourism businesses in the best position to make Florida’s tourism promotion efforts effective. 

 

The Senate introduced its proposal on March 24, 2011.  Today, less than two weeks later, it passed the proposal.  The House of Representatives released its proposal yesterday afternoon.  It will have one hearing this Friday before it is considered by the entire House of Representatives. 

 

You will have one opportunity to give your input on the current VISIT FLORIDA proposals.  On Friday, April 8 at 11 am, the House Select Committee on Government Reorganization will consider PCB SCGR 11-03.  Without your immediate input this bill will certainly pass. 

 

Activate your local industry to contact each of the members of the House Select Committee on Government Reorganization to let them know to retain VISIT FLORIDA and the programs it delivers as an industry driven public-private partnership.  

For additional information visit, www.floridastourismcounts.org. 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
4/11 NFHLA External Affairs: Update on Call to Action to Fight VISIT FLORIDA's Dissolution 

Distributed to: ALL members, hotel and allied

The House Select Committee on Government Reorganization considered the VISIT FLORIDA reorganization proposal as part of its proposed reorganization of all economic and workforce development programs.  The meeting went as well as it could have. 

 

Your calls and emails were heard.  Several legislators said they had email after email arrive and their phones rang off the hook with individuals from their districts asking for VISIT FLORIDA to be retained with its current funding and leadership.

 

During the committee meeting Governor Rick Scott testified in support of the bill stating it was a top priority of his administration to consolidate economic and workforce development.  This was the first time Governor Scott appeared in front of a legislative committee to testify.  

 

Several members of the tourism industry testified about the VISIT FLORIA provisions including Tommy Waits, Pam Portwood, Malinda Horton, Lee Daniel, Kerri Post and David Reese during the 3 hour meeting.  In the end, the bill passed the committee. 

 

Representatives Jenne, Julian, and Clarke-Reed stated they opposed the bill specifically because of the VISIT FLORIDA provisions.  Reps. Taylor, Thurston, and Rehwinkle-Vasilinda also opposed the bill but did not explicitly mention VISIT FLORIDA as their reason for voting against the bill.  

 

Vice-chair Aubuchon stated that he heard the concerns about VISIT FLORIDA’s reorganization as part of this proposal.  He committed to work with stakeholders to attempt to fix the bill.  Chair Legg stated that although his door is open to hear concerns, he is committed to a unified statewide strategic vision.  Legg stated the bill is a work-in-progress and this step is the not the end of the legislative process but only the “end of the beginning.”

 

These comments are a great sign.  Without your calls and without the industry leaders present to testify lawmakers wouldn’t have had any idea the impact this proposal would have on VISIT FLORIDA.  Your efforts opened their eyes and they are now more receptive to our efforts to meet with them to negotiate a great resolution for Florida businesses.

 

Thank you for your participation in the process.  Rep. Aubuchon and Rep Legg's willingness to work with us is a direct reflection of your outreach to them.  

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
4/20 NFHLA External Affairs: FACVB Legislative Report
Distributed to: ALL members, hotel and allied

Immigration
On April 14 the House Economic Affairs Committee chaired by Rep. Dorothy Hukill (R-Port Orange) held a lengthy public hearing before a packed meeting room on HB 7089, the House's version of immigration reform. A very large number of individuals including children, clergy and representatives several business groups testified in opposition to the bill. By our recollection, only a single witness spoke in favor of the bill.  Even so, by an 11-7 margin the Committee voted to report the bill favorably. The bill, which members say is not "an Arizona style bill," would require employers to check the immigration status of newly hired workers through the Federal Government's  E-Verify system.

The Senate Budget Committee chaired by Senator JD Alexander (R-Lake Wales) held a public hearing on SB 2040, the Senate version of immigration reform which is less restrictive than HB 7089, Over 100 individuals testified against the bill. Senator Alexander decided to postpone a committee vote on the bill until after this week's recess.
 
Online Travel Companies
There was no movement last week on SB 376 by Sen. Gaetz, which following a hotly debated hearing in the Senate Budget Subcommittee on Finance and Tax on 4/6 and a 4/3 vote, was sent to the Budget Committee where it is expected to be taken up next week.  HB 493, the House companion to SB 376, was heard in the same House Economic Affairs Committee meeting where HB 7089 was heard.  Due to the large number of witnesses on the immigration bill, those wishing to speak on HB 493 were allowed only one minute each -- not an optimal amount of time to present arguments on the bill.  The Committee reported HB 493 favorably on a vote of 12 to 6 and it will next be taken up by the full House.
 
VISIT FLORIDA Update
Last week, lobby teams for the tourism industry were busy educating lawmakers on the impact their VISIT FLORIDA reorganization would have on Florida's tourism promotion efforts.  Carole Dover, President of the Florida Restaurant and Lodging Association walked the halls of the Capitol for hours meeting with several members of the House including Speaker of the House Dean Cannon.  Doing a great job on behalf of VISIT FLORIDA, Chairman Ed Fouche has had several meetings and calls with legislators educating them on the value the tourism industry provides in directing VISIT FLORIDA's marketing efforts.
 
In all cases, Representatives were impressed and awakened by the strong outpouring from the tourism industry in response to the VISIT FLORIA reorganization proposal.  The 25,000+ phone calls and emails you helped to generate got their attention and has made legislators interested in sitting down with industry representatives. 
 
So far, your actions have been a huge help in awakening legislators to the impact their proposal will have on Florida's competitiveness in the world-wide tourism industry. 
 
 Unemployment Rate
Rebecca Rust, economist for the state Agency for Workforce Innovation reported Florida's unemployment rate dropped to 11.1 percent in March, down from 11.5 percent in February.  Ms. Rust further reported that the leisure and hospitality industry led all industries in Florida in job creation, adding more than 35,000 jobs so far this year.  
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
4/21 NFHLA External Affairs: Guest column: Stop unfair tax breaks for companies
Distributed to: ALL members, hotel and allied

A guest column (from Richard Goldman is executive director of the St. Augustine, Ponte Vedra & The Beaches Visitors and Convention Bureau; Gil Langley is president and CEO, Amelia Island Convention and Visitors Bureau and Peggy Heiser is vice president, Tourism, Flagler County Chamber of Commerce and Affiliates) was published in The Florida Times-Union about the VISIT FLORIDA reorganization proposal. 
 
More than $130 million! That's what Florida stands to lose over the next four years, if House Bill 493 and its companion Senate Bill 376 is approved.
 
Referred to as the OTC Bill, this piece of legislation — if passed — would exempt online travel agencies (Expedia, Orbitz, Priceline, Bookit, etc.) from paying taxes on the retail price of rooms they sell, giving them a profit advantage over Florida lodging providers.
 
State law requires every person who receives compensation for lodging accommodations to collect and remit all applicable taxes. Currently, online travel agencies only pay taxes on wholesale hotel rates, not what the customers pay.
 
The shortfall in tax revenue can be in excess of 20 percent. The online company keeps the difference as a "service fee." Rather than offset the state and local governments' revenue shortfall, this extra money is going into the online travel agency's pocket.
 
Read more at Jacksonville.com: http://jacksonville.com/opinion/letters-readers/2011-04-21/story/guest-column-stop-unfair-tax-breaks-companies#ixzz1KBKPNoIy 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
4/27 NFHLA External Affairs: Exit Signage Change on SR 9A to I-295
Distributed to: ALL members, hotel and allied

DOT anticipates construction to change the signage from SR 9A to I-295 with exit numbers being placed on the overhead signs along 9A will start in September 2011 and should be finished by the end of Spring 2012.  See map. 
 
If you have any questions, please contact Mike Goldman at 904-360-5457 or Michael.Goldman@dot.state.fl.us. 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
4/28 NFHLA External Affairs: Legislative Update from FACVB
Distributed to: ALL members, hotel and allied

 

Last week the Capitol was quiet as the House had limited meetings and the Senate was out of town for the religious holidays.  Legislative leaders announced Tuesday (Apr. 26) the House and Senate has reached an agreement on these broad terms and will soon appoint a conference committees of legislators to negotiate between the House and Senate versions of the state budget.  

 

VISIT FLORIDA Reorganization

There’s been extensive work on this issue over the last week and a half.  William Talbert, III of the Greater Miami Convention and Visitors Bureau came to Tallahassee for visits with key legislators last week.  While he was here, Bill and I met with Rep. John Legg, Chairman of the Government Reorganization Committee and one of the leaders of the effort to reform Florida’s economic development agencies. 

 

Through our meetings at the capitol we’ve learned that the House of Representatives is working to revise their economic development reform proposal to provide 95% of what we are looking for as far as VISIT FLORIDA and its current autonomous industry driven board.  To date, we haven’t seen that proposal although we expect to receive a copy soon. 

 

This proposal will next be heard in a conference committee between House and Senate leaders discussing the economic develop portion of the state budget.  The Senate will present its proposal and the House will present a counter proposal, hopefully with the amendments providing VISIT FLORIDA more autonomy.  Once the conference committee agrees the consensus proposal will go to the House and Senate floors to be voted upon by each body as part of the overall state budget.

 

The conference committee appointments will get made and meetings scheduled for later this week.  

 

Once we see the House proposal and have the conference committee it’ll again be time for outreach to the key decision makers.  I’ve prepared several tools to make it easy for you to get your industry involved.  I’ll let you know more about them when it becomes time.  

 

The 25,000+ emails you generated made a huge difference.  While we haven’t seen any results yet, we’ve gone from facing closed doors to lawmakers telling us they want to make sure they have the support of the tourism industry for Florida’s new economic development program.  

 

Internet Retailers

Bills to exempt internet retailers from paying tax on the mark-up portion of the room rate are poised to pass during the last week of legislative session. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Monthly Meeting

The May NFHLA meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, May 17 and will be held at Casa Monica Hotel, from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. Gil Langley from the Amelia Island CVB, Peggy Heiser from Flagler County Chamber of Commerce, Richard Goldman from the St. Augustine VCB and Dan O’Byrne from Visit Jacksonville and will be presenting a tourism update from each of their respective counties. 
For more information and to make a reservation please visit the Web site, http://www.northfloridalodging.com/next-meeting.php 
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Featured Allied Member of the Month: 

Hospitality Financial and Technology Professionals

Hospitality Financial and Technology Professionals (HFTP), founded in 1952, is the global professional association for financial and technology personnel working in hotels, clubs and other hospitality-related businesses. The association has over 75 chapters around the world, including 11 in the state of Florida.

HFTP provides first class educational opportunities, research, and publications to members around the globe including, the premiere hospitality technology conference — HITEC. HITEC 2011 is June 20-23 in Austin, Texas. HFTP also awards the only hospitality specific certifications for accounting and technology --the Certified Hospitality Accountant Executive (CHAE) and the Certified Hospitality Technology Professional (CHTP) designations.

Learn more at www.hftp.org.
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