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External Affairs Bulletin 

December 2009 

11/4 NFHLA External Affairs: McCollum Sues Expedia, Orbitz
Distributed to: all members- allied and hotel

Please find a link below an announcement by Florida Attorney General Bill McCollum who announced that his office has sued Expedia, Inc., Orbitz, LLC, and Orbitz, Inc..  

The 6-page suit, see link below, is asking for a declaratory judgment that the companies’ failure to remit the appropriate amount of taxes on hotel room rentals is a violation of Florida law.  http://myfloridalegal.com/webfiles.nsf/WF/MRAY-7XFJD9/$file/ITCComplaintFiled.pdf 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
11/4 NFHLA External Affairs: H1N1 Influenza Management in Hotels 
Distributed to: hotel members only
An overview was distributed from AH&LA about H1N1 with tips and guidelines for hotels to use. Including knowing the symptoms, treatment options, a hotel response plan and employee safety tips.  If you would like to be e-mailed a PDF copy of this 23-page document, please e-mail nfhla@northfloridalodging.com. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

11/4 NFHLA External Affairs: TDC Quarterly Meeting Notice November 19, 2009
Distributed to: all members- allied and hotel

A meeting notice for the Duval County Tourist Development Council was distributed. The meeting was held on Thursday, November 19 at City Hall.  To review the minutes from the meeting, please visit this Web site, http://www.coj.net/City+Council/Tourist+Development+Council/TDC+Minutes.htm and look for the November 19 meeting minutes. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

11/10 NFHLA: External Affairs: Important Message from Mayor John Peyton: Support World Cup Bid

Distributed to: all members- allied and hotel

Mayor of Jacksonville, John Peyton, sent a call to action regarding Jacksonville’s bid to serve as a host city for FIFA World Cup Soccer in 2018 or 2022.  

Jacksonville is positioning itself to host one of the world’s greatest sporting events, and you can do your part to help this effort with a simple signature.  Jacksonville is among 27 cities vying to be part of the FIFA World Cup Soccer Tournament in 2018 and 2022.  Winning that bid would literally mean that the eyes of the sporting world would be on Jacksonville.

The economic impact of such an event would be enormous.  Economic Research Associates, one of the leading international tourism, sports and entertainment attraction consulting firms, has estimated that a World Cup host city could expect an economic impact of between $300 and $500 million.  Additionally, this event offers the people of Jacksonville new employment opportunities, as between 5,000 and 8,000 new local jobs will be created in preparation for the FIFA World Cup.

Please take a moment and sign the petition in support, www.gousabid.com/jacksonville. 

12/2 NFHLA External Affairs Bulletin: Urgent Request from the U.S. Marshals Service and the Jupiter Police Department

Distributed to: all members- allied and hotel

A flyer was distributed to members informing them about a wanted homicide suspect on the loose from the Jupiter Police Department.  http://www.visitflorida.org/am/downloads/merhigeflyer.pdf
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

12/3 NFHLA External Affairs: Goldman Named Executive Director of St. Augustine, Ponte Vedra & The Beaches VCB
Distributed to: all members- allied and hotel

Richard Goldman has been named as the executive director of the St. Augustine, Ponte Vedra & The Beaches Visitors and Convention Bureau (VCB).  He replaces VCB Board Chairman Charles Cox who has served as the organization's interim director during the search for a permanent executive director.
 
"We are extremely pleased that Richard will be bringing his wealth of experience and proven track record of success to our Visitors and Convention Bureau," Cox said.  "This is a critical time for tourism in St. Johns County and I know all of the members of the VCB Board of Directors share my conviction that Richard is truly the right person to lead the VCB to even greater success in its work to market the county as one of the nation's truly outstanding destinations."
 
Goldman most recently served as the senior vice president and chief marketing officer for Amelia Island Plantation where he was responsible for directing all of the marketing efforts for the 1350-acre resort.  A past chairman of VISIT FLORIDA, the state's official tourism marketing organization, Goldman continues to serve on its Executive and Government Relations Committees.  He is also immediate vice chair of the Florida Commission on Tourism and has served as a board member of the Amelia Island, Fernandina Beach, Yulee Chamber of Commerce.
 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

12/10 NFHLA External Affairs: FRLA Hospitality Hotline

Distributed to: all members- allied and hotel

Florida is one step closer to establishing dedicated funding for Tri-Rail. In an 84-25 vote, the state House of Representatives on Dec. 7 approved legislation that would establish long-term funding for Tri-Rail and help establish a commuter rail system in the Orlando area. Last week, lawmakers were called to a special session and asked to show commitment to Florida’s existing rail projects so the federal government would look more favorably on the state’s application to secure billions of dollars in high-speed rail projects.

Revenue Officials say Unemployment compensation taxes paid by Florida businesses will skyrocket next year. 
Citing state's high jobless rate that hit 11 percent in September, revenue officials are predicting unemployment compensation taxes paid by Florida businesses will skyrocket in 2010. The Florida Senate Commerce Committee met on December 7 to hear a presentation by Lisa Echeverri, Executive Director of the Florida Department of Revenue concerning the severe rate hikes expected in the unemployment compensation tax. 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

NFHLA Monthly Meeting
For the November NFHLA monthly meeting, we combined NFHLA’s meeting with Visit Jacksonville’s Annual Meeting, Destination Outlook.  This event was held on Wednesday, November 18 at MOCA.  During the event initiatives for the upcoming year were presented and the highlight of this event was Michael Stewart giving new information on the future of Cecil and space tourism. 
The December NFHLA meeting will be a holiday luncheon held on Tuesday, December 15 at The Lodge & Club. We are encouraging members to bring their support person to be recognized and to participate in a gift certificate exchange. For more information and to make a reservation please visit the Web site, www.northfloridalodging.com. 
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