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1/12 NFHLA External Affairs: Florida airport gets commercial spaceport license
Distributed to: all members- allied and hotel

The Jacksonville Aviation Authority was awarded a federal license on January 11 to fly commercial space vehicles being designed to ferry tourists, researchers and others beyond Earth's atmosphere.
JAA which worked to get its commercial spaceport licensing for four years, plans to offer Cecil Field's 12,500-foot long, 200-foot wide runway -- one of the biggest in Florida -- to a range of commercial space operators including Virgin Galactic.

http://www.reuters.com/article/idUSN1117164420100111?type=marketsNews  

 ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
1/13 NFHLA External Affairs: More business travelers try to do trips in one day 
Distributed to: hotel members only

To cut travel expenses and spend more time with families, many companies are reducing their ravel budgets.  Some business travelers are adding a whole new endurance test to the notion of "road warrior." At a time when many companies have slashed budgets and require corporate trips to be as efficient and inexpensive as possible, more business travelers are returning from trips the same day they go rather than spending several nights — and hundreds of extra dollars — on the road.

Often the trips entail shorter flights of three hours are less. But some business travelers are trekking from coast to coast or even overseas and back without an overnight stay, says Carol Ann Salcito, president of the business travel consulting firm Management Alternatives.

Some feel it's not just the recession driving the trend. Many travelers also have a desire to be home as much as possible during these uncertain times.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

1/15 NFHLA External Affairs: Visit Jacksonville Cash for Contracts NEW INCENTIVE 
Distributed to: hotel members only 

Visit Jacksonville announced a special incentive, “Double Your Dollars” to go with the current “Cash for Contracts” promotion.  This promotion was developed to help drive business during value season, July - December 2010 or 2011; all groups who sign a contract by March 31, 2010 will receive $10 for every room booked! 

Please visit the Cash for Contracts Web site: www.cashforcontracts.org. If you need additional information or have question, please contact Kim Ritten, Senior Director of Sales at Visit Jacksonville at 904-421-9163 or kritten@visitjacksonville.com.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

1/19 NFHLA External Affairs: Outperform the Economy event - UNF SBDC partnering with ACP and Duval Prepares
Distributed to: allied members only 

Outperform the Economy: New Strategies for a New Decade events sponsored by the UNF SBDC partnering with ACP and Duval Prepares information was distributed.  Now more than ever businesses need to be ready for anything. And if they have the right tools and training they can be! The Small Business Development Center at UNF has gathered together experts to help your business get ready for the new decade. Join us for sessions on these topics important to any business owner.

For more information on event specifics please go to www.sbdc.unf.edu or call 904.620.2476 for more information.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

1/19 NFHLA External Affairs: Risk Management and Insurance Update
Distributed to: all members- allied and hotel

Information was distributed regarding issues with unemployment compensation taxes and work compensation insurance for the new year. The minimum annual rate – charged to an employer with a solid history of retaining employees – will jump almost twelve fold, from $8.40 per employee to $100.30.  The maximum rate, currently $378 per employee would rise to $459. 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

1/22 NFHLA External Affairs: New tourism industry advocacy Web site

Distributed to: all members- allied and hotel

NFHLA supports a new industry advocacy Web site created by Visit Jacksonville, www.jaxtourismmatters.com. 

This Web site address many issues that face the hospitality and tourism industry that will increase tourism product and visitor demand.  Our city and community leaders need to hear from you and the nearly 43,000 employees that are supported by our industry.  In an effort to make you aware of issues affecting our industry, Visit Jacksonville has created a resourceful Web site that provides you many of the tools you need to become a tourism industry advocate.  Visit www.jaxtourismmatters.com today!

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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